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Box No. I Bads of the report 


With regard to the language, this report is based on: 

the international application in the language in which it was filed 
FH a translation of the international application into 


which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 
Q international search (Rules 1 2.3(a) and 23. 1(b)) 
| | publication of the international application (Rule 1 2.4(a)) 
r~j international preliminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

With regard to the elements of the intemptinnfll application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

| the international application as originally filed/furnished 
|^| the description: 

pages i-27 as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

the claims: 

as originally fileoVfumished 

* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

» 28-36 received by this Authority on 02.05.2005 

pages* received by this Authority on . ; 

E^l the drawings: 

pages i/i as originally filed/mrnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

| ] a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence listing. 

[ | Hie amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

("I me description, pages _ 

the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 


f"! the sequence listing (speedy): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 


This report has been established as if (some of) the am endments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 


the drawings, sheets/figs 


□ 
□ 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 


If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded " 
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Box No. Ill Non-estmblishment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and Industrial tppttcabfllty 


The questions whether the claimed mvamon appears to be novd, to ^ 
applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

| the entire international application 

claims Nos. 48-56 


because: 


^3 the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 48-56 


relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

See PCT Rule 67.1. (iv) . : Methods for treatment of the human or 
animal body by surgery or therapy, as well as diagnostic 
methods . 


I 1 the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 


I I the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported 

by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 


□ 
□ 


□ 


□ 


no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 

a meaningful opinion could not be formed without the sequence listing; the applicant did not, within the prescribed time 
limit: 

□ furnish a sequence listing on paper complying with the standard provided for in Annex C of the A dminis trative 
Instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Preliminary Examining Authority in a form and 
manner acceptable to it 

□ furnish a sequence listing in electronic form complying with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
Administrative Instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Preliminary Examining Authority 
in a form and manner acceptable to it 

□ pay the required late furnishing fee for the furnishing of a sequence listing in response to an invitation under Rules 
1 3fer.l(a) or (b) and 1 Iter. X 

a meaningful opinion could not be formed without the tables related to the sequence listings; the applicant did not, within 
the prescribed time limit, furnish such tables in electronic form complying with the technical requirements provided for in 
Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions, and such tables were not available to the International Preliminary 
Examining Authority in a form and maimer acceptable to it 

the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in electronic form only, do not comply with the 
technical requirements provided for in the Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 


Qjj See Supplemental Box for further details. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) wltb regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement . 


1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-47 . ^ 

Claims N0 

Inventive step (B) Claims 1-47 _ ^ 

Claims . N0 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-47 . ^ 

Claims _ N0 


2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Amended claims 1-56 were filed on 02.05.2005. 
Documents cited in the International Search Report: 

Dl: BP 0945145 Al 
D2: US 6548569 Bl 
D3: US 5358475 Al 
D4: US 5735863 Al 

The cited documents represent the general state of the art. 
The invention defined in claims 1-47 is not disclosed by any 
of the documents D1-D4. 

The cited prior art does not give any indication that would 
lead a person skilled in the art to the claimed device, where 
the guiding means presents an in vivo degradation time being 
less than the time required for establishing contact between 
the ends of a nerve. Therefore, the claimed invention is not 
obvious to a person skilled in the art. 

Accordingly, the device, the kit and the sheet defined in 
claims 1-47 are novel and are considered to involve an 
inventive step. The invention is industrially applicable. 
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